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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment: See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 9, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 9, 10 define a program embodying functional descriptive material. However, 
claims 9, 10 do not define a computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory 
for that reason (i.e., "When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer- 
readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be 
statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive material to 
be realized" - Guidelines Annex IV). The examiner suggests amending the claim to embody the 
program on "computer-readable medium" or equivalent in order to make the claim statutory. 
Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its corresponding disclosure. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the programs" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. It should be changed to "the program". 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Talluri et al 
(6,304,607). 

As to claim 1, Talluri et al disclose a data reading method of reading variable length- 
coded data, the method comprising: a first code word reading step of sequentially reading a 
series of code words partitioned by a plurality of ^synchronization markers (col. 2, line 55 - col. 
3, line 21; col. 3, lines 53-67); and a ^synchronization marker detecting step of detecting a next 
^synchronization marker before a reading position in the first code word reading step reaches 
the next ^synchronization marker (col. 3, line 53 - col. 4, line 10). 

As to claim 2, Talluri et al disclose a second code word reading step of sequentially 
reading the series of code words based on the next resynchronization marker detected in the 
^synchronization marker detecting step ((col. 3, line 53 - col. 4, line 10). 

As to claim 3, Talluri et al disclose that the data is configured to be read in both forward 
and reverse directions (col. 4, line 1-32), the method further comprises a third code word reading 
step of reading the series of code words in an opposite direction to a reading direction in the first 
code word reading step (col. 4, line 1-32), and in the third code word reading step, the series of 
code words are sequentially read based on the resynchronization marker detected in the 
resynchronization marker detecting step (col. 4, line 1-32). 
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As to claim 4, Talluri et al disclose an error identifying step of identifying an error in a 
range of data read in the first code word reading step (col 4, line 1-32). 

As to claim 5, Talluri et al disclose that in the error identifying step, the error 
identification is made when the code word read in the first code word reading step is 
undecodable (col. 4, line 1-32). 

Claims 7-10 recite limitations that are similar to those of claims 1-2. Therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons. 

7. Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kim et al (6,990,151) disclose an error concealment method. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuoc Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7399.. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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